The Alabama Faith Council is
rooted in these common beliefs:

e Every aspect of life is sacred to people of
God.

o All people are inherently equal in their
humanity, worth, and dignity.

e By working together we create a safer
and stronger community.

e Dialogue among member groups is
essential to build trust.

e Speaking on issues collectively is better
than speaking alone.

e  Communities of faith can make a positive
contribution to the common good through
compassionate support of and listening
to the voices of the poor and vulnerable.

Current Members:

Alabama Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, Birmingham

Friends Meeting, Birmingham Islamic Society, Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), Alabama & Northwest
Florida Region, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church,
Fifth Episcopal District, Conservative Judaism, Temple
Beth-El, Birmingham, Episcopal Church USA, Diocese
of Alabama, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America,
Southeast Synod, Full Gospel Baptist Fellowship of
Alabama, Greek Orthodox, Holy Trinity/Holy Cross
Cathedral, Masj i dul Qur 6 an Refor@
Judaism, Temple Emanu-El, Birmingham, Presbyterian
Church USA, Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley,
Unitarian Universalist Church of Birmingham, United
Church of Christ, Beloved Community Church,
Birmingham, United Methodist Church, North Alabama
Conference

Visit www.alfaithcouncil.org to:

e Join the work of the AFC
e Make a tax deductible donation
e Participate in a Discussion Forum
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THE
ALABAMA
FAITH COUNCIL

~ All Are Welcome ~

Bringing Together
Voices And Hands of Faith
To Serve All People

in Alabama

Alabama Faith Council
PO Box 2113
Birmingham, AL 35202
www.alfaithcouncil.org
205-226-0800



Hands of Faith

The Alabama Faith Council (AFC) works to
build ecumenical and interfaith relationships
in Alabama and to empower people of faith
to speak individually and together on issues
of mutual concern within the state. The AFC
is committed to broaden its understanding
of diversity within its communities, while
enabling all to explore the fullness of their
faith, culture and traditions. It seeks to
promote unity, peace, and equality through
interfaith cooperation that is mutually
respectful and just.

In 2003 several Christian churches met at
the invitation of Henry Parsley, the Episcopal
Bishop of Alabama, and agreed to create a
sustained partnership involving top leaders and
lay people from diverse faiths to nurture

ecumenical relationships and respond faithfully
to social issues of the state.

The AFC was established to facilitate
relationship-building between the leaders of
Al abamabs many faith
together on social issues according to mutual
principles, in partnership with local and state
resource organizations.

In June 2005, faith leaders met at Dexter Avenue King
Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery to form the AFC.

AFC Membership is open to all people from the many
faiths within our state.
The Faith Leadership Council is composed of clergy
representatives from faith communities around the
state that support the purpose and principles of the
AFC. Deepening the relationship with active members
and expanding representation among faith communities
is the primary goal of the council.
The Steering Committee is an Advisory Board made up
of voting representatives from the membership of the
Faith Leadership Council and any interested individual,
organization, congregation or faith community. The
Steering Committee advises the faith leaders, identify
issues of concern, gather resources and review position
statements for approval by the Faith Leadership Council.
Workgroups research issues and draft position
statements for review by the Steering Committee and
approval by the Faith Leadership Council. Made up of
clergy and laypersons, meetings are open to anyone
interested in the issues. Current Workgroups are:

e Children and Education Issues

o Diversity Awareness, Hate Crimes and

Violence Issues
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e Health Issues
Interfaith Dialogue
Obstacles to Just Government

Poverty Issues

For meeting dates and times, and information on position statements
produced by the AFC, visit www.alfaithcouncil.org.
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Aour voices are stronge
isolation. Coming together as diverse people
of faith we can improve the lives of all who

live in Alabama while promoting unity and peace.0
The Right Rev. Henry Parsley, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Alabama

i Wi finterfaith dialogue we can change the
world for the Dbetter. It promotes
understanding which encourages us to
recognize and celebrate diversity; and to
practice tolerance and acceptance in all
aspects of our lives. Interfaith dialogue is a

tribute t o t he S Apadin rBdshtr,
Community Outreach Chair, Islamic Center of Huntsville

iToo of t en, we di vide
religious lines without the cooperation that
we need to bear on the pressing issues that

w e f a c ®abbid Jonathan Miller, Temple Emanu-El,
Birmingham

AThr ough t he AFCb6s ef fo
will have a greater awareness, passion and
ability to transform structures which inhibit
al | Godds children fr

bl essings o f creati ORev. a
Tom Evans, Executive Presbyter, Presbytery of Sheppards and
Lapsley, Presbyterian Church (USA)



